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26th Annual Bernard Hock Open
Table Tennis Tournament

Sat. & Sun. Oct. 8-9, 2011 – New Albany, IN
New Albany, IN (Sept. 22, 2011)– The action-packed Olympic sport of table tennis continues to pick up speed locally with another important regional tournament. The Bernard Hock OPEN Table Tennis Tournament takes place October 8-9 at the Ekin Ave. Boys & Girls Club Complex.

For the 26th consecutive year, some of the region’s best Table Tennis Athletes will converge on New Albany for the Annual Hock Open, which is hosted by the Southern Indiana Table Tennis Association (www.SITTA.org) during Harvest Homecoming Week. 

For 2011, the Hock Open will feature the strongest field ever in tournament history, with 5 of America’s Top 40 Men & Women players competing for over $2,800 in cash prizes, including USA Men’s Team member Samson Dubina from Ohio. In fact, 8 of the Top 10 active players from Missouri will be competing along with 3 of the Top10 players from Indiana. Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, and Kentucky will also be represented along with India, Brazil, Guyana, and Trinidad & Tobago, all-in-all a very strong international field. The Missouri players hail from Lindenwood University, home to one of America’s Top Collegiate Table Tennis programs.

The competition begins Saturday morning at 9 AM and is open to the public. Spectators admitted FREE. The featured Open event begins at 3 PM and promises to be a showcase for some spectacular Top Level Table Tennis. The tournament finishes up on Sunday with the 2-3 person Teams event beginning at 9 AM. There are still a few spots still open for competitors of all skill levels. Please check the website for openings and entry form.

National sponsors include NEWGY Industries, maker of America’s premier table tennis training robot the Robopong 2050, and Butterfly Online, one of the world’s top table tennis equipment manufacturers of tables, 3-star tournament-grade balls, blades, rackets, and a host of other supplies needed by top players world-wide.

ABOUT SITTA  - www.SITTA.org 
SITTA has played continuously since 1935 in what is now called the Ekin Ave. Boys & Girls Club building. It offers two weekly sessions open to the public: one on Sundays from 4:30-7:30 PM and the second on Wednesdays from 6:45-10 PM. Current President is Jeff Smith. 
ABOUT USATT TABLE TENNIS – www.USATT.org 
Table tennis is an Olympic sport and the number one participatory sport in the world. There are millions of ping pong players in the United States alone and its popularity is increasing dramatically. Table tennis is a true lifetime sport in which size, age and gender do not matter very much. Few sports offer as much diversity as table tennis. People of all races and cultures enjoy playing all around the world. (USATT description courtesy of Shorewood (WI) Table Tennis Club)
The USATT (USA Table Tennis) is the governing body for the Olympic sport of Table Tennis in the United States. USATT promotes the sport of table tennis through affiliated clubs, such as SITTA. 

# # #
CONTACT: Arjun Shankaren or Jeff Smith - (502) 794-3198 or (502) 648-5426  - EMAIL: tonyhenderson@insightbb.com
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